
 

 

Press Release 

Marking World Statistics Day 

Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi Hosts Virtual SCAD Partners 
Forum 

 
21 October 2020: On the occasion of World Statistics Day, and under the 
banner ‘Connecting the World with Data we can Trust’, the Statistics Centre 
– Abu Dhabi (SCAD) today held its annual SCAD Partners Forum, a virtual 
workshop for its government partners. The workshop sought to strengthen 
communication and collaboration with government entities to build a 
comprehensive and integrated statistical work system and boost statistical 
competencies in Abu Dhabi. 
 
A number of representatives from SCAD’s government sector partners 
attended the workshop, namely: the Abu Dhabi Government Media Office 
(ADGMO) Abu Dhabi Police GHQ; Abu Dhabi Agriculture and Food Security 
Authority (ADAFSA); the Department of Health – Abu Dhabi (DoH); the 
Department of Culture and Tourism – Abu Dhabi (DCT); the Department of 
Municipalities and Transport (DMT); the Department of Energy (DOE); Abu 
Dhabi Judicial Department (ADJD); Abu Dhabi Securities Exchange (ADX); 
Abu Dhabi Sewerage Services Company; Abu Dhabi Chamber; Abu Dhabi 
Waste Management Centre – Tadweer; the Central Bank of the UAE 
(CBUAE); the Environment Agency – Abu Dhabi (EAAD); the Insurance 
Authority; Abu Dhabi Customs (ADC); Abu Dhabi Department of Community 
Development (ADDED); Zayed Higher Organization for People of 
Determination; and Abu Dhabi National Oil Company (ADNOC). 
 
In her keynote, H.E. Muna Saeed Al Suwaidi, Executive Director of the 
Statistics Sector at SCAD, stressed the importance of enhancing 
communication and positive cooperation with SCAD’s government partners, 
in order to improve data collection and production in Abu Dhabi according to 
best international standards. Al Suwaidi added that this would ensure more 
accurate and reliable data that meet the requirements of users across all 
sectors.  
 
Al Suwaidi said: “A successful statistical ecosystem in Abu Dhabi is one where 
all relevant parties have a common understanding and commitment to elevate 
statistical excellence.  In line with the Abu Dhabi Vision 2030 to achieve 
sustainable and comprehensive social and economic development, we 
continue to boost national capabilities and competencies, and build an 



 

 

integrated statistical system to promote Abu Dhabi’s standing on the global 
competitiveness map.” 
 
The workshop included various discussion points, such as enhancing data 
cooperation to support decision-making in Abu Dhabi, and the challenges 
faced by government entities in data collection and preparation. That, in 
addition to other topics that reviewed the most prominent needs of Abu Dhabi 
government entities following previous discussions that SCAD held with its 
partners. SCAD presented initiatives that support government entities in the 
emirate, and proposed recommendations for enriching the statistical 
ecosystem in Abu Dhabi.  
 
During the Forum, SCAD presented E-Link, a central database that serves as 
a real time data hub for several economic, social, demographic, 
environmental and agricultural data and information factors that aims to better 
serve decision makers and users. E-Link also aims to enhance statistical 
cooperation and integration among government entities and promote Abu 
Dhabi’s competitiveness. 
 
At the end of the workshop, the participants gave a number of 
recommendations including aligning local statistical strategies with that of a 
unified national strategic plan; and reinforcing cooperation between 
government entities and the statistical centres to enhance the statistical 
methods using AI models and new technologies. That, in addition to 
strengthening cooperation and participation of educational institutions in order 
to build statistical competencies and ensure the compatibility of learning 
outcomes with the labor market requirements. Also stressed was the need to 
focus on data quality. 
 
The United Nations has marked October 20 as World Statistics Day, in order 
to raise awareness of the importance of statistics in social and economic 
development, and to dedicate more efforts and resources to strengthen 
national statistical competencies. This year’s slogan – ‘Connecting the World 
with Data we can Trust’ – highlights the importance of reliable data and 
innovation in national statistical systems. 
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About Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi (SCAD) 

 
Statistics Centre – Abu Dhabi (SCAD) was established in 2008 in accordance 
with Law No. (7), to develop and organise statistical work in the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi in particular and the United Arab Emirates in general. SCAD’s purpose 
is to produce statistical information that is consistent with the Emirate’s 
orientation towards sustainable development and strategic plans under the 
supervision and with full support of the Executive Council of the Emirate of Abu 
Dhabi. 
Being the official statistical data collection agency in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, 
the centre assumes the functions of preparing the statistical plans and 
programmes that serve the emirate’s wider development programmes, 
conducting statistical surveys across the emirate. SCAD is also responsible for 
the collection, classification, storage, analysis and dissemination of official 
statistics and the release of the results of social, demographic, economic, 
environmental and cultural surveys. 
The activities of the centre encompass all areas relating to social conditions in 
accordance with relevant international standards and ethics, such as 
independence, professionalism, impartiality, objectivity, confidentiality, cost 
effectiveness and quality of statistics. 
 
For more information, please contact:  
 

Belkiz Sezer 
Communication & Media Officer – SCAD 
M: 971507146677+  
E: bsezer@scad.gov.ae 

Mary Khamasmieh 
Weber Shandwick 
M:  +971 50 2731 753 
E: 
mkhamasmieh@webershandwick.com 

 
Rawad Khattar 
Weber Shandwick 
M: +971 56 336 2121 

E: RKhattar@webershandwick.com 
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